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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.       Final Council Decisions for Allconnex Water
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
In the past week Logan and Redland councils have made decisions about their ongoing involvement in the Southern South-East Queensland distribution/retail business, Allconnex Water. These decisions follow the announcement on 25 July that Gold Coast Council would withdraw from the jointly-owned Distribution and Retail entity (see e Flash #128) at a projected cost of $60 million dollars.

Two weeks ago, another of the joint owners, Logan City Council voted to remain in Allconnex (http://www.logan.qld.gov.au/about-council/news-and-publications/media-releases/media-releases/logan-to-remain-in-allconnex-water). The council cited the high costs to decommission the business and uncertainty over some conditions controlled by the State Government as their reasons for staying in the entity. 

Just last night, Redland City Council announced their decision to withdraw from Allconnex, see (http://www.redland.qld.gov.au/EnvironmentWaste/Water/Pages/Water-Challenges.aspx). The Council noted the expected high costs of decommissioning but preferred the known risks of reforming their council water business versus the unknown risks of a Distribution and Retail entity jointly owned with Logan City Council. Interestingly, the Council media release states that they have advice “from the Minister for Energy and Utilities stating that Council would be entitled to recover direct and consequential costs from Gold Coast City Council”.  

Redland City Council’s press release noted that it has been a difficult period for water employees. That is putting it mildly. Over 800 industry workers are now faced with the uncertainty of moving from the centralised organisation back into Councils. This follows previous changes when councils were amalgamated and then when the institutional arrangements were commenced. The roller-coaster ride appears to be continuing.

The history:

· In 2008 the State took control of bulk water assets in SEQ and mandated a restructure of local government-owned distribution and retail functions. Many staff shifted roles.

· In 2009, an SEQ-wide distribution retail entity was formed (briefly)

· In 2010 three local government entities were formed, namely: 

· Unitywater (servicing Sunshine Coast and Moreton local government areas)

· Queensland Urban Utilities (QUU - servicing Brisbane, Ipswich, Somerset, Lockyer Valley, Scenic Rim local government areas)

· Allconnex Water (servicing Gold Coast, Redlands, Logan local government areas)

This change resulted in many staff movements and uncertainty, but across the region water industry managers, operators and staff have worked tirelessly to come to grips with the new structures, imposed price caps, charges and reporting regimes as well as dealing with confusion and anger from customers over complex price increases. Given the massive changes and their early stage of development, progress had been positive and rapid.

· On 7 April 2011 (see e Flash #114) the State announced that legislation requiring the local government distribution and retail entities was to be repealed and water prices capped.  This meant that the local governments of SEQ had to make a decision about whether to pull water functions back under direct council management, or leave them with the council-owned entities.  The industry was again thrown into a period of a high-level of uncertainty.  In the North, council owners of Unitywater have announced their support to continue that organisation (http://unitywater.com/news.aspx?NewsID=135) and councils in the central area of SEQ backed the continuation of QUU (see http://www.urbanutilities.com.au/uploads/file/Media_Releases/20110701-Councils_back_QUU.pdf).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.       SWIM Annual Data Submission
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
SWIM is now open for annual data submission. As the NPR handbook has now been finalised, the indicators for the 2010/2011 financial year have been settled on and data submission can begin. 

As always, please make sure that before you begin submitting data you CHECK YOUR METADATA! This can be done by logging in to SWIMonline (http://www.swim.qldwater.com.au/) and clicking “Submit Metadata”. It is essential that the organisational metadata is kept up to date so that SWIM can generate automatic notifications. It is also essential that your schemes metadata is updated BEFORE downloading a template or accessing the Webforms, otherwise you will find that you are unable to submit your data.

Once you have checked your metadata, you may access the webforms or download a data import template from the “Submit Data” section of SWIMonline.

For WSPs required to submit BoM data, the submission deadline is 31 August 2011. For those WSPs not required to submit BoM data, the submission deadline is 30 September 2011. Please remember to start collecting your data well before this date to ensure no last minute rushes! 

Please contact qldwater on 07 3000 2228 or 07 3252 4701 if you have any questions or concerns about submitting your data (swim@qldwater.com.au). We are more than happy to help as much as possible. Also please remember that help is available from the ‘Help and Information’ section of SWIMonline.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3.       IPWEAQ Powers & Responsibilities of the Local Government - Water
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The IPWEAQ Powers & Responsibilities of the Local Government - Water is a one-day program which offers local government practitioners a detailed analysis of the primary legislation affecting local government operations. This program has been developed to provide delegates with updates on legislation impacting on topical issues including powers of entry and access to infrastructure, enforcement of water rights, metering and levying of charges, in addition to charging for the use of infrastructure. It also seeks to deliver updates on integral Queensland legislation.

Register now for the program to be conducted in Townsville on 30th August 2011. The venue will be confirmed upon registration.  For more information contact Christine Warne at IPWEAQ  cwarne@ipweaq.asn.au or 3000 2116, or view the flyer on our website www.qldwater.com.au 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
4.     AWA Contaminants of Concern in Water Conference – call for papers
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Australian Water Association (AWA) is hosting the Contaminants of Concern in Water Specialty Conference IV and is calling for papers. The conference will be held on 8 -9 November 2011 at the Mercure Hotel, Sydney.

AWA is looking to develop a high quality, technical schedule of papers to complement the presentations by keynote speakers. The paper should address all issues associated with the presence, effect and treatment of contaminants in water.

AWA would particularly welcome papers in the following fields:

· Inorganics, metals and metalloids – arsenic, chromium, manganese, radionuclides, lead.

· Nanoparticles in aquatic environments – health effects, organic carbon, treatment issues.

· Processes leading to mobilisation in acid sulphate soils.

· Low dissolved oxygen levels in source water – issues for treatment.

· Parasites beyond Giardia and Cryptosporidium.

· Microbial and algal toxins.

· Microbial activity in groundwater.

· Hormones and pharmaceuticals.

The closing date for abstract submission is 19 August 2011 and should be lodged electronically through the conference website where you can also find more information at http://www.awa.asn.au/EventDetail.aspx?id=4294971564 and on our website www.qldwater.com.au. 
If you have any queries, please contact Corinne Cheeseman, National Manager-Technical Programs, on +61 2 9436 0055 or email ccheeseman@awa.asn.au. 
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